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About this event 
 
Course Title:  

Pearson Edexcel 
Understanding assessment and improving delivery in International GCSE Economics 
Module 2 

 
Course Code:  

4EC1-20lO5 

 
Aims and Objectives of the event 
During this module you will:  

• revisit assessment objectives for assessment of the International GCSE Economics 
qualification  

• investigate different assessment objectives, focusing on AO3 and A04  

• discuss strategies for teaching to try and make sure students can access questions targeting 
different assessment objectives  

• look at the support available for this specification  

• network, discuss best practice and share ideas with other teachers  
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Agenda  

Time Item 

08.00     Welcome, introductions and International GCSE features 

08:10      Assessment Objectives and Activity 1  

08:20      Matching Assessment Objectives to questions and Activity 2 

08.50     Assessment Objectives in exams, Activity 3 and Activity 4 

09.15      Feedback of best practice in exams and Activity 5 

09.40     Support, resources and questions 

10.00      Finish  
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Activity 1 – Calculation of AO3 and AO4 marks 

Purpose 
• To understand the weighting of AO3 in International GCSE Economics 

• To understand the weighting of AO4 in International GCSE Economics 

Task 
Please type answers in the chat box but you can also make a note of them here. 

• Using the information in the table, calculate how many marks would be available for AO3. 
• Using the information in the table, calculate how many marks would be available for AO4. 

 
Answers 
 
AO3 _______________________________________ 
 
AO4 _______________________________________ 
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Activity 2 – Preparing students for AO3 and AO4 

Purpose 
• To help students understand the requirements and prepare for AO3 and AO4 in International 

GCSE Economics 

• To share ideas of best practice with other teachers 

Task 
Please type answers in the chat box but you can also make a note of them here. 

• Using the chat box, suggest TWO factors you can pass on to your students from what we 
have discussed so far.  
 
 

Answers 
 
One _____________________________________________________________ 
 
 _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Two _____________________________________________________________ 
 
 _____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Further strategies: 
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ANALYSE question descriptor table (Mark Scheme) 
 
USE FOR SLIDE 34 
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ASSESS question descriptor table (Mark Scheme) 
 
USE FOR SLIDE 35 and ACTIVITY 3 (SLIDE 36–8) 
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EVALUATE question descriptor table (Mark Scheme) 
 
USE FOR ACTIVITY 4 (SLIDE 41–3) 
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Activity 3 – Requirements for AO4 in ‘assess’ questions 

Purpose 
• To understand how AO4 is assessed in ‘assess’ questions in International GCSE Economics 

• To understand the different levels in ‘assess’ questions in International GCSE Economics 

Task 
Please make a note of your answers here. 

• Looking at an ‘assess’ question descriptor table from a mark scheme (OR PAGE 7 OF THIS 
BOOKLET), note down the requirements for AO4 according to the progression through levels 1, 2 
and 3. 

 
Answers 
 
Level  AO4 

(Viewpoints)  
AO4 
(Balance)  

AO4 
(Evaluation)  

1  
   

2  
   

3  
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Activity 4 – Additional requirements for AO4 in evaluate 
questions 

Purpose 
• To help students understand AO4 requirements in International GCSE Economics exams 

• To help students prepare for answering evaluate questions in International GCSE Economics 

Task 
• Looking at an ‘evaluate’ question descriptor table from a mark scheme (OR PAGE 8 OF 

THIS BOOKLET), note down the additional requirements for AO4 according to the 
progression through levels 1, 2 and 3. 
 
 

Answers 
 

Level  AO4 
Additional requirement  

1  
 

2  
 

3  
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Analyse example (slide 45) 
 
Small but successful 
 
Robert has been running a small business from a workshop in his own house for nine years. He 
has been carving door signs and gifts out of locally sourced wood. Rather than producing 
identical, standard items, he decided to only make products to meet the personal requirements of 
his customers. Each order is made specifically for them and reviews are very positive. Robert’s 
success is due to a growing trend across the country as consumers increasingly prefer to buy 
locally sourced products. 
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Assess example (slide 46) 
 
Who should have the flu injection? 
 
Flu is an unpredictable virus that can cause mild or unpleasant illness in most people. It can 
cause severe illness and even death among vulnerable groups, including older people, pregnant 
women and people with other health problems. These groups may, therefore, receive a free 
vaccination in the UK, to ensure they are protected against the virus. Although most people 
receive their vaccination from a public sector doctor, the UK Government has to pay private 
sector pharmacies to also provide this service. The cost to the UK Government of funding these 
vaccinations is over £100m per year. 
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Evaluate example (slide 47) 
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Activity 5 – Methods of responding to questions types 

Purpose 
• To help students respond to levels-based questions in International GCSE Economics exams 

• To share ideas of best practice with other teachers 

Task 
Please type answers in the chat box but you can also make a note of them here. 

• Using the chat box, suggest how you might encourage students to respond to the 
following types of question: 
 
* Analyse 
* Assess 
* Evaluate  
 
 

Answers 
 
Analyse ___________________________________________________ 
 

 ___________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________ 
 
  

Assess ___________________________________________________ 
 

 ___________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________ 
 
 
Evaluate ___________________________________________________ 
 

 ___________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________ 
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Further strategies: 
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Personal Learning 
 
Things to do: 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
 
 
 
Things to avoid 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
 
 
Your ideas: 


